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d. a. levy -- "it was feb. 63 when i had enough money to buy a 6X9 letterhead hand press & 
type. Spent almost a year at my aunt and uncles printing sometimes 8 to 16 hours a day for 
days and days. . ." 


Allen Ginsberg (1981) -- I’ve never taught, or rarely taught, my own writing. | usually taught the 
things that influenced my writing, so | never did teach anything like“Howl” until last term when | 
handed out a xerox of the original manuscript, (or) the original work-sheet, to the class, and 
discussed the basic method of composition. Kind of crazy language, putting crazy language 
together to arrive at combinations like “hydrogen jukebox”, and | was explaining that it was 
based on William Carlos Williams’ practice of paying attention to detail, but taking the highlights 
of those details and recombining them, in a way, free associatively, that the mind suggests, 
spontaneously, at the moment, during the composition. 

And we got into some of the general rules, or suggestions, or working practices, for how you 
make up that kind of mad mouthings of phrasing, which is more or less where we will pick up in 
this class — sort of on the angle of how you get really strange interesting language out of your 
own mouth, how you find it, and how you can write it down. And the idea was to do a survey of 
20th Century inspired, heroic, loud-mouth, hot-air, bombastic, elevated, interesting, modern, 
post-Einstein-ian, extremist, imaginative, un-grounded, flighty, lunar, crazy-wisdom poetry. 
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Eugene Jolas - Manifesto for The Revolution of the Word (1929) 


6. THE LITERARY CREATOR HAS THE RIGHT TO DISINTEGRATE THE PRIMAL MATTER 
OF WORDS IMPOSED ON HIM BY THE TEXT-BOOKS AND DICTIONARIES. 

(The road of excess leads to the palace of Wisdom ...Blake) 

7. HE HAS THE RIGHT TO USE WORDS OF HIS OWN FASHIONING AND TO DISREGARD 
EXISTING GRAMMATICAL AND SYNTACTICAL LAWS. 

(The tigers of wrath are wiser than the horses of instruction...Blake) 


Michael Basinski (1997?) 
The Sound Pome Today Must Come to Bum Impoemivsational 


The contents of a word contain emotional, cultural, political and sociological history, and any 
number of icals not here mentioned. As is, these Tupperware words - tupperwords - are the stuff 
of most poetry. The dictionary is a burial crypt larger then all of Egypt. Inside tupperwords is the 
moldy stuff you should have had for lunch 10 days ago. 
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